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engineers, experts, or Stachonovitzi. When I insis-
tently repeated my request to visit an actual
workers' home one of the managers became very
indignant and said, "What do you mean, workers'
homes? Everybody is a worker in the U.S.S.R."

With all the patience at my command I ex-
plained that I meant the homes of the plain, every-
day, average workers. After being refused by all
sorts of excuses, I managed in my own way to visit
a good many apartments occupied by these
workers. The relative difference between living
conditions of the average worker and those of the
highly paid one is tremendous, although by our
standard even the living quarters of the upper
strata are nothing to envy. I found that though
many communists and engineers have two and even
three rooms, in the lower-paid workers' homes as
many as four or five persons are crowded into one
room. The discrepancy in rent between the more
modern apartments and the old ones is so great
that only the best-paid workers are able to rent the
former. The common worker has to pay from ten to
thirty roubles a month for his living quarters, but
the same space may cost as much as ten times that
amount in the more modern, newly built apart-
ments. These new apartments are not only finan-